
Tips and Tricks from Lab Safety Supply Using Base SAS 
 

          Contact:  Jean Pevonka 

        Data Warehouse Specialist 

            j.pevonka@lss.com 

                   608 743-8081 

  

 

Issues with Exporting SAS Data 
 

Occasionally, exports to Excel fail (specifically, exports that are done to the same workbook on a regular basis).  

As a precaution, we’ve tried deleting the spreadsheet first, using the X command.  The “X” command delete 

occasionally fails too.  So, we’ve tried making SAS sleep after the delete and before the export.  Exports to SAS 

still occasionally fail. 

 

options noxwait xsync;      ** delete spreadsheet **;    

 X "DEL '\\&wts.\labusers\TammiK\CostChange\CostChangeReport_&CDate..csv' "; 

quit; 

 

data _null_ ; 

   x=sleep(30) ;     ** make SAS sleep to make sure spreadsheet is gone  **;  

run; 

 

proc export data = report 

   outfile = "\\&wts.\labusers\TammiK\CostChange\CostChangeReport_&CDate..csv " 

   dbms = csv replace; 

run; 

 

 

Our newest way to delete previously exported data is the following.  Time will tell if we have fewer or no 

problems with it.    

 

 

** delete csv file **;  

filename delfile "\\&wts.\labusers\TammiK\CostChange\CostChangeReport_&CDate..csv"; 

 

data _null_; 

 rc=fdelete('delfile'); 

 sysmsg=sysmsg(); 

 put rc= sysmsg=; 

run; 

 

 

Create Flyover in Html Proc Report  
 

 Useful for adding detailed description of column data without a long label or variable name 

 

DEFINE  NumAtLoc       / DISPLAY       STYLE(COLUMN)=[cellwidth=60 cellheight=20  

                                     font=("Arial Narrow",6pt) background=TAN  just = CENTER]  

                              STYLE(HDR)=[ FLYOVER='Total Number of People at this location.' 

                                         HTMLSTYLE="cursor:hand"] ; 
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Template that creates horizontal and vertical scroll bars around the HTML table/report 
 

 

ods path work.templat(update) sasuser.templat(read) sashelp.tmplmst(read); 

proc template; 

 define style styles.custom; 

      parent=styles.barrettsblue; 

 style table from table /  

prehtml='<DIV style="overflow:auto; WIDTH:95%;HEIGHT:700px" id="data">' 

             posthtml="</div>"; 

    style header from header / htmlstyle='z-index:20; POSITION:relative; TOP: 

                       expression(document.getElementById("data").scrollTop-2)'; 

    style rowheader from rowheader / htmlstyle='position:relative; left: 

                       expression(document.getElementById("data").scrollLeft)'; 

    end; 

run; 

 

 

Inner Vertical scroll bar only ~ 

 

style table from table /  

       prehtml='<DIV style="overflow:auto; WIDTH:100%; HEIGHT:450px;" id="data">' 

       posthtml="</div>";  

style header from header / htmlstyle='z-index:20;  POSITION:relative; TOP: 

                       expression(document.getElementById("data").scrollTop-2)'; 

 

 

 
 

 

 

How NOT to Use a Function on a Datetime Variable 
 

 Benefits include faster read and eliminates the need to create another variable, ie Date = datepart (var)  

 

Change  where datepart(datetime_variable) < “&date”d      to  

where datetime_variable < “&date.:00:00:00”dt 

 

 



Systematically Create New Directories  
 

** create new month end directory  **; 

DATA _NULL_ ;    

CALL SYMPUT('PATH',"f:\LabUsers\MonthEnd\Data\2009\200907") ; 

*CALL SYMPUT('PATH',"&ME_Path."||'\Data\2009'|| ||'\'||"&MONTHYR.") ; 

RUN ; 

%PUT &PATH. ; 

 

 

OPTIONS NOXWAIT XSYNC ; 

X "MD &PATH"; 

QUIT; 

 

 

How to Remove Labels and Reorder variables in a Data Step, with Minimal Effort  
 

Use label = ' ' to remove labels on all variables   

Use attrib to reorder new and/or existing variables. 

  

 

Data new ; 

Attrib Begin_Date End_Date datetype label =' ' ; 

set old (keep = datetype Begin_Date End_Date) ; 

run ; 

 

 

Set all numeric variables that are missing to zero  
 

 Useful when there are 10, 20 or 20+ numeric variables that can’t be missing, or when variables will be 

used in calculations   

 

 data new;  

 set old; 

  array testmiss(*) _numeric_;                                             

   do i = 1 to dim(testmiss);                                               

     if testmiss(i)=. then testmiss(i)=0;                                     

    end;                                                                     

 run;   

 

 


